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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 19  

By  Coley 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to recognize the attendees of the Chinese Bridge 

Summer Camp.  
 
 WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should salute those 

extraordinary students who, through their abiding commitment to cross-cultural communication, 

have distinguished themselves as community leaders of whom we can all be proud; and 

 WHEREAS, the Confucius Institute at the University of Memphis recently sent thirteen 

such exemplary Tennessee students to Chinese Bridge Summer Camp in China; and 

 WHEREAS, the students were among 500 high school students from across the United 

States who spent three weeks in the People's Republic of China in the Chinese Bridge Summer 

Camp, sponsored by the Office of Chinese Language Council International (Hanban); and 

 WHEREAS, participation by the Tennessee students was facilitated by the Confucius 

Institute at the University of Memphis, under the direction of Dr. Hsiang-te Kung; and 

 WHEREAS, a native of China, Dr. Hsiang-te Kung grew up in Taiwan and came to the 

United States in 1969; he has served as a Professor of Geography at the University of Memphis 

since 1981; and  

 WHEREAS, the three-week program, designed to enhance communication between 

American and Chinese high school students, included classroom study and excursions to 

various places in China; participants expanded their Chinese language skills while studying the 

country's culture, history, and traditions; and 

 WHEREAS, the members of this prestigious group are: Trent Louis Spencer, Jr., of 

Memphis; Richard Alexander Batey II of Germantown; Samantha Isabel Johnson of Bartlett; 

Phillip Michael Roe of Brentwood; Sophia Monique Epps of Clarksville; Enzo Nunes Lague and 

Abigail Marie Wegman, both of Franklin; Gian Michael Gozum, Claudia Johana Velasco 
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Mendoza and Evan Andrew Turcotte Walls, all of Jackson; Amanda Lynn Hill and Carol Ann 

Routh, both of Knoxville; and James Julius Yidou Littrell of Oak Ridge; and 

 WHEREAS, accompanying the students on their trip was Confucius Institute staff 

member Ying Xiong; and 

 WHEREAS, these students have proven to be of the highest caliber and have 

represented the Confucius Institute at the University of Memphis and the State of Tennessee 

with honor, ability, and distinction, and this General Assembly finds it appropriate to pause in its 

deliberations to congratulate them on their accomplishments; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED 

SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE 

CONCURRING, that we hereby recognize and commend the attendees of the 2008 Chinese 

Bridge Summer Camp in the People's Republic of China, salute Dr. Hsiang-te Kung and the 

Confucius Institute at the University of Memphis for making their trip possible and extend our 

best wishes for every future success.  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


